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Alexandre Robinson.  (1787-1872)  

Alexandre was born at Michilimackinac in 1787, the son of a Scottish trader and a Green 
Bay French-Chippewa Métis mother who died while traveling to Montreal where he was 
baptized at age seven months on May 15, 1788. He was raised by adoptive parents; the 
former Governor of Michilimackinac Daniel Robinson and wife Charlotte Ferly. 

Alexandre was a Potawatomi Metis; he was called Che-che-pin-qua or Chee-Chee-Bing-
Way ("Blinking Eyes"); also called Chief Robinson. Alexandre was the half brother of 
Mollaire Robinson; prominent Chicago trader and Potawatomi chief.  

Early in life he worked for fur trader Joseph Bailly at St. Joseph, then within the Calumet 
area; he was a close friend of John Kinzie years before Kinzie settled at Chicago and 
where, by 1812, he had a house on the East side of the south branch, immediately South 
to that of the LaFramboises.  

Alexandre worked on the British side during the War of 1812. During the War of 1812 
most Chicago Potawatomis favored the British, and on August 15, 1812, when federal 
troops abandoned Fort Dearborn, hostile Potawatomis led by Siggenauk and Mad 
Sturgeon attacked the garrison. More than 50 Americans and about 15 Indians were killed 
in the lakefront battle. Some of the American prisoners were rescued by friendly 
Potawatomis, including Black Partridge and Métis Alexander Robinson, who later 
relinquished the captives to British or American officials. Following the attack, many of 
the Chicago Potawatomis joined Tecumseh and the British on the Detroit frontier, or 
sporadically raided American settlements. 

Robinson lived with his first wife (Indian, name unknown) on the north side of the river 
near the intersection of Dearborn and Kinzie streets and worked for Crafts in the fur 
trade, later for Kinzie. On September 28, 1826, he married Métisse Catherine Chevalier 
[de Catiche] as a second wife, John Kinzie, J.P. officiating. Her father, François Pierre 
Chevalier, was the Potawatomi chief of a village on the northwest shore of Lake 
Calumet; children John, David, and Maria Ann were baptized on Oct. 18, 1830, by Father 
Badin, and by 1833 there were five children (there would be 12); he never divorced his 
first wife, who retained a position within the household. 

After Chief Chevalier’s death, and during the 1825 Treaty at Prairie du Chien, Robinson 
was appointed chief of the United Potawatomi, Ottawa and Chippewa, later representing 
them [the "Prairie and Lake Indians"] at the Chicago Treaty of 1833, at which he also 
received $5000 in addition to $400 for his children, plus a stipend of $300 per year for 
life. Although his tribe went west after the treaty, he remained near Chicago. For services 
rendered to the government, Robinson and his wife had received at the 1829 Treaty of 
Prairie du Chien their own reservation grant of two land sections on the banks of the Des 
Plaines River [Schiller Park], where they lived until their death. Robinson died on April 
22, 1872, and was buried on the banks of the Des Plaines River near his home, as were 
his second wife and three children. Also commemorating his and his second wife’s names 
are "Robinson Woods," "Catherine Chevalier Woods," and "Che-che-pin-qua Woods."  
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